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The Romani flag
The Romani flag is dark blue on 
top (representing the heavens) 
and green below (representing the 
earth) with the red sixteen-
spoked chakra in the center (in 
recognition of the Indian origin of 
the Roma), representing movement 
and the burst of fire from which 
all creation emerged at the 
beginning of time.



Introduction

On 21 April 1994, the European Parliament passed a resolution (A3-0124/94) calling on member states to recognize the
language and other aspects of Romani and Sinti culture as an integral part of Europe's cultural heritage. Over the past
30 years, the EU has made significant progress in including Roma and Sinti in its social priorities.

Antigypsyism, the aversion to Roma and Sinti, has been defined as a form of racism lasting for centuries. It manifests
itself in heteronyms (gypsies), stereotypes (nomads), and prejudices (ugly, dirty, and bad). Such negative perceptions
developed over time into negative mental automatisms that must be overcame in order to affirm the full citizenship of
Roma and Sinti as prescribed by the European Strategy for Roma and Sinti Inclusion since 2010.

Nevertheless, we are still at the beginning of the journey. Many Roma and Sinti continue to hide their ethnic origins to
avoid discrimination, as antigypsyism is still widespread in Europe. It must be stated that antigypsyism is a product of
the ignorance with which, despite the efforts of the EU and other international bodies (CoE, OSCE, etc.), the issue
continues to be treated. In textbooks, the Romani history, the genocide they suffered, and their contribution to the
Resistance and the Liberation from Nazi-Fascism are barely mentioned.

The REGARD project believes that such practices do not support European objectives. As a response, the project has
established a series of initiatives involving students and civil society in three European countries: Croatia, Italy, and
Romania.



The Educational Toolkit presented here is one of the products of these actions. It consists of three parts:

Its main objective is to inform students about a historical event that has been overlooked, namely the story of the
Samudaripen, the genocide against Roma, Sinti, and Manouches during WW2 in the three partner countries. It
represents a light reading, but no less informative, remembering at least 250,000 Roma, Sinti, and Manouches who were
exterminated. The term 'Samudaripen' derives from the Romani language and translates as ‘mass killing'. Its equivalent is
the Hebrew term ‘Shoa’.

A second objective is to portray Roma and Sinti in a way that counters the dominant racial narrative, which has
inaccurately and reductively lumped their experiences together. Rather, you will find that Roma and Sinti played
significant roles in the fight for the freedom and democracy we cherish today, actively participating in the Resistance
and Liberation from Nazi-fascist terror.

Thirdly, you will come into contact with a cultural heritage which, despite its artistic and scientific contributions, is not
generally considered worthy of attention.

We hope that the information presented will be useful as a didactic tool for carrying out activities and exercises related
to the values of collective European memory, democracy, and equal opportunities which we cherishe today.



REGARD
REmembering Genocide Against Roma 

Discrimination
is a European project of the

CERV Programme - Remembrance
(Citizens, Equality, Rights, and Values)

Grant Agreement 101091312

2. The Project



The European Union finances transnational
projects aimed at promoting European culture
and its democratic values, and at consolidating a
common and inclusive memory of its troubled
past, against all forms of totalitarianism and
discrimination.



Europe against racism and discrimination

History books teach us that Europe has always
been the scene of conflicts and totalitarian
regimes. Yet, in these books, a crucial piece of
history is often missing: the history of the Roma,
the oppression and genocide they suffered and
their contribution to the liberation from Nazi-
fascism. Instead, what we know about Roma are
the stereotypes and prejudices that continue to be
a source of discrimination and social exclusion.

Roma are devided in five major groups: Roma, Sinti,
Manuche, Kale, and Romanichal, but in order to
simplify matters, we are going to refer to
those groups as Roma.



Consortium

The REGARD project partners are 

Italian institute for social research CNR-IRPPS (Italy)

and three Roma associations:

Thèm Romanò (Italy)

Croatian Romani Union “KALI SARA” (Croatia)

Asociatia Centrul de Cultura al Romilor Dolj (Romania)



Aims of the project:
• Commemoration of Samudaripen, the

Nazi-fascist genocide of Roma, Sinti,
and Manouches

• Celebration of the Romani history,
culture, and resistance in Europe

Based on the main dates of the
Romani calendar, four types of activities
were organized.

«The Roma Feast» F. Koci 1995



Six important dates

• May 16th: Roma and Sinti Resistance Day 

• August 2nd: International Roma Genocide Remembrance Day/Samudaripen

• October 5th: Anniversary of the Monument on Samudaripen in Lanciano and of 
the Memorial Nai se bistardè (You are not forgotten), Italy

• November 5th: World Day of Romani Language

• January 27th: International Holocaust Remembrance Day

• April 8th: International Romani Day



The Activities

1) Survey on Samudaripen

2) Training with adolescents

3) Participatory process with civil society

4) Cultural events such as concerts, 
conferences, exhibitions, etc.

Bronislawa Wajs, known as
Papusza, 

Polish poetess and partisan



The project follows a novel approach. Instead
of treating Roma as passive objects of Nazi-
fascist persecution, we consider them active
protagonists in the war.
There is a growing need to shed light on the
contributions of Roma to national and
European struggles for DEMOCRACY,
JUSTICE, and FREEDOM.

Monument dedicated to the Roma executed by the Nazi-fascists, Kiev, Babi 
Yar

Theoretical background of the project
Just as there is the forgotten Roma genocide, there is also a forgotten Roma
Resistance.



Romani ćhib (Romani language): 
genocide, total extermination

(lit. mass murder, mass killing)

Samudaripen represents a focal point in the history of the 
European Roma.
Preserving the memory of the genocide is a key aspect of 
this project's mission, similar to the efforts of organizations 
dedicated to promoting Romani culture, such as the European 
Roma Institute for Arts and Culture (ERIAC). The symbol of Samudaripen adopted

by International Romani Union (IRU) 
in 2022.

3. Samudaripen



• There are no accurate mutually accepted statistics regarding the 
genocide of Roma, Sinti, and Manuche. Romologists estimate that 
the Nazis and their collaborators killed between 500,000 and 2 
milions Romani and Sinti. That is 25% to over 50% of the 
estimated pre-war Roma population in Europe .

• Later research cited by Ian Hancock (in “The Trend to Minimize 
the Romani Holocaust”, 2000) estimated the death toll to be about 
1 million out of an estimated 2 million European Roma and Sinti. 
According to Zbigniew Brzezinski (in “Out of control: global 
turmoil on the eve of the twenty-first century”, 2010) Nazi killed 
800,000 Roma and Sinti.

• The lack of documents and memories inspired journalist Christian 
Bernadac to title his 1979 book on the Roma genocide 
‘’L'holocauste oublié’’ (eng. The Forgotten Holocaust). Today the 
term Romani Holocaust is obsolete because it is synonym to Shoa, 
and as such tied to the suffering of the Jewish people.

Country Estimate
% on Roma 

Population (1939)
Austria 8250 73,7
Belgio 500 83,3
Czech Republic 6500 50,0
Estonia 1000 100,0
Francia 15150 37,9
Germany 15000 75,0
Greece 50 n.a
Hungary 28000 28,0
Italy 1000 4,0
Latvia 2500 50,0
Lithuania 1000 100,0
Luxembourg 200 100,0
Netherlands 500 100,0
Poland 35000 70,0
Romania 36000 13,7
Slovakia 10000 1,3
Russia 35000 17,5
Ex Yuogoslavia 90000 90,0
Total estimate 285650 30,1

Source: The Columbia Guide to the Holocaust and 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum



Persecution in Germany

• Prejudices against the Roma were given a pseudo-
scientific basis in the 18th century, with the rise of
rationalism, and even more in the 19th century with the
development of eugenics and social Darwinism.

• Racial hygienists like Karl Binding and Alfred Hoche in
the 1920s aimed to eradicate people whom they viewed
as lower races (lives unworthy of living).

• The 1926 Bavarian law outlined measures for Roma who
were prohibited to „roam about or camp in bands”.
Unemployed Roma were threatened by punishment of up
to two years of forced labor. The law became national in
1929 and stayed in force when Hitler came to power in
1933.



In the first year of their terror reign, which viewed Roma as an
„asocial race”, Nazis enforced their racial policies. Under the
„Law for the Prevention of Offspring with Hereditary Defects,”
an unknown number of Roma were sterilized. “Law against
Dangerous Habitual Criminals” gave the police authority to
arrest many Roma and imprison them in concentration camps.
The actions that followed Nurenberg laws in 1935 declared
Roma as the enemies of a pure racial state. Classified as
„racially inferior” they lost civil rights, citizenship, and right to
vote.
Robert Ritter, head of the Racial Hygiene and Demographic
Biology Research Unit, collaborated with police to locate and
classify by race all Roma in The Third Reich. Ritter concluded
that 90 % of Roma (those with „mixed blood”) are „primitive”
people „incapable of real social adaptation”.

Lost of rights in The Third Reich

Robert Ritter and Eva Justin examine a young boy 
interned in a Zigeunerlager (“Gypsy camp”) in Cologne 

Source: US Holocaust Memorial Museum



First deporations in the Third Reich
First deportations to municipal internment camps
started in 1933 in Dachau. On the eve of the Berlin
Olympics, in 1936. six hundred Roma were arrested and
brought to camp in Berlin suburb Marzhan. Similar camps
opened in Cologne, Düsseldorf, Essen, Frankfurt,
Hamburg, and other cities.
The first major police roundups of Roma and Sinti
started after the decree on “crime prevention” in 1937.
In 1938 and 1939 almost 30 thousands Roma were
deported to Dachau, Buchenwald, Sachenhausen,
Mauthausen, Ravensbrück, and Lichtenburg.
In camps, Roma wore the black triangular patches
(designed for “asocials”), green ones (for criminals), or
the letter “Z’’.

Marzahn, the first internment camp for Roma (Gypsies) in 
the Third Reich. Germany, date uncertain.
Source: US Holocaust Memorial Museum



Samudaripen in the Third Reich

Two important decrees were issued by the head of SS
Heinrich Himmler:
• “Combating the Gypsy Plague” (1938) – the expulsion

of foreign Roma and registration of all German Roma
above the age of six

• “Settlement Decree” (1939) – Roma are forbidden to
leave the place where they live

At that point all Roma in the German Reich (30.000 of
them) were concentrated in punitive concentration
camps and preparations began for their deportation to
Poland which started in May 1940. Thousands were
taken to Auschwitz, Chełmno, and Treblinka.

In the east, Einsatzgrupen murdered more Roma
through mass executions (100,000 people), than were
killed in camps.

Chełmno extermination camp



Auschwitz
In December 1942 Himmler issued the „Auschwitz Decree” ordering the
deportation to Auschwitz of all Roma in the German Reich. Deportation
started in February 1943. More than 20,000 Roma were transferred to
„Gypsy family camp” in Auschwitz – 32 small wooden barracks, each
housed up to 600 Roma. In the first months, hundreds of Roma died
from malnutrition, epidemics, and forced labor. Every day a large
number of sick Roma inmates were sent to the gas chambers.
The Roma camp in Auschwitz was surrounded by the SS-troops on the
August 2nd, 1944. The following night all remaining inmates were killed
in the gas chambers. Today the day is commemorated as the
International Roma Genocide Remembrance Day / Samudaripen
Almost 20.000 Roma died in Auschwitz: 5,600 were gassed, and 13,700
died from hunger, illnesses, epidemics, and medical experiments which
were carried out by SS physicians, foremost Josef Mengele.

Josef Rudolf Mengele
known as ‘’Angel of Death’’



Samudaripen concentration camps
The major camps where Roma, Sinti, and Manuches were deported

Germany: Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald, Dachau, Diselstrasse (Frankfurt am Main), Marzahn
(Berlin), Mittel-bau-Dora, Ravensbrück, Sachenhausen, Vennhausen
Austria: Lachenbach, Mauthausen, Salzburg-Maxglan, Wien Fischamend
France: Natzweiler-Struthof
Poland: Auschwitz-Birkenau, Belzec, Chełmno, Gross-Rossen, Lodz, Sobibor, Treblinka
Croatia: Jasenovac
Italy: Bojano, Agnone, Berra, Prignano sulla Secchia, Chieti, Ferramonti, Fontecchio negli 
Abruzzi, Tossicia, Isole Tremiti
Czech Republic: Lety, Hodonin
Hungary: Komárom
Serbia: Sajmište, Topovske šume, Banjica, Crveni Krst



In 2015 the European Parliament declared August 2nd the
Interanational Roma Genocide Day/ Samudaripen.
Samudaripen is officially commemorated in only five of the fifteen
member-states that have recognized it by formal acts of
parliaments: Croatia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, and Hungary.

In ten countries, the commemoration is held on January 27th,
International Holocaust Remembrance Day, for both Jewish and
Roma victims: Austria, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia,
Holland, Czech Republic, Spain, and Sweden.
In the rest of EU (including Italy and Romania) Samudaripen is not
yet recognized.
Unofficial ceremonies are also held on specific dates in various
countries. In Italy, for instance, Samudaripen is commemorated
during International Romani Day celebrations on April 8th and on
the anniversary of the first Samudaripen monument in Italy,
inaugurated in Lanciano in 2018.

The recognition of the Samudaripen



Even though the Roma are the largest European ethnic
minority, Romani history remains inadequately
remembered and commemorated. The resolution A3 -
0124/94 of the European Parliament invites all member-
states to recognize Romani history as a part of European
history, but a lot is yet to be done.
For years, the Romani Genocide during World War II
was known as the "forgotten genocide." Recently,
however, the narrative of Roma Resistance has emerged
as a powerful symbol that challenges the perception of
Roma solely as victims, highlighting their resilience and
survival. From academic researchers to media, the
stories of Roma Resistance are increasingly gaining
recognition and attention.

A girl holding a Romani flag looking out across a pig farm built on the site of 
a Roma concentration camp at Lety, Czech Republic, 2017. 
Source: Alamy.

The recognition of the Samudaripen



The recognition of the Samudaripen

A memorial plaque carring the names of the
Samudaripen victims was realized within the
European Project REGARD and placed on the Wall of
Pain, which is a part of the Roma Memorial Centre
Uštica (Jasenovac).
The picture on the right shows the central part of
the memorial for the Romani victims installed in
Uštica. As part of the REGARD project, two identical
monuments were installed in Lanciano, Italy, and
Craiova, Romania.
The inscription on the memorial says: "Najsen
bistardè“, which means “You are not forgotten”.

Wall of Pain, Roma Memorial Center Uštica, Croatia



Samudaripen in the Independent State of Croatia

The Independent State of Croatia was proclaimed
on April 10, 1941. It was formed by the Croatian
radical right-wing movement Ustashe. Their leader,
Ante Pavelić, became the head of the state
(Poglavnik).
Ustashe ruled along the lines of their fascist and
Nazi patrons. The racial laws of April 30, 1941,
deprived Roma of all their rights.
Jasenovac concentration camp for Serbs, Jews,
Roma, and political prisoners was opened in August
1941.

Adolf Hitler and Ante Pavelić.
Source: United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum 

Jasenovac concentration camp in 1941.
Source: United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum



Samudaripen in the Independent State of Croatia

Systematic deportations of Roma to Jasenovac started on May
19, 1942.
After arriving at the camp Roma were divided into two groups:
infirm, sick, women, and children were separated and killed
instantly, while stronger, solid-built men were sent to the so-
called „Gypsy camp” in the village of Uštica, part of the
Jasenovac camp system.
Roma were forced to work on the embankments or the camp
infrastructure.Those that didn’t die out of hunger or exhaustion
were killed (the average life expectancy of Roma in the camp was
10 days).
Almost the entire pre-war population of Roma in Croatia was
annihilated, leaving only 405 Roma in the first post-war census.

Deportations of Serbs and Roma to 
Jasenovac.
Source: United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum



Samudaripen in the Independent State of Croatia

Roma Memorial Center in Uštica was opened in
2020 at the authentic location where 21 mass
graves were recorded. It represents a lasting
memory to all Roma who lost their lives during
one of the darkest periods of Croatian history.
Since 2012, the central commemoration for the
victims of the Samudaripen takes place here, on
every August 2nd, the International Roma
Genocide Remembrance Day/ Samudaripen.

Names of 16.173 killed Roma are inscribed on the
Wall of Pain, which was completed in 2023.

Roma Memorial Centre Uštica Roma Memorial Centre Uštica

The exhibition inside the Centre Alley of Roma Victims and the Wall of Pain



Samudaripen in Italy

Many locations associated with the persecution and
deportation of Sinti and Roma bear no visible marks of the
suffering endured by these communities during the Nazi-
fascist era. This absence of physical evidence has allowed
the memory of Samudaripen to be largely erased, with its
events preserved only through testimonies and archival
documents.
Monument to Samudaripen in Lanciano (on the right),
installed in 2018, is the first that commemorates the Roma
genocide in Italy.

Monument to Samudaripen in Lanciano



Samudaripen camps in Italy
Places where Roma and Sinti were imprisoned, confined, deported, 

and interned from 1922 to 1943:
North Italy

Castel Tesino, Udine, Gonars, Chiesa Nuova, Rovigo, Novi Ligure, 
Berra, Cento, Prignano sulla Secchia

Center and South Italy

Tossicia, Chieti, Agnone, Isernia, Bojano, Isole Tremiti, 
Casacalenda, Vinchiaturo, Rapolla, Ferramonti di Tarsia. 

Torino di Sangro was a collection point for the Roma awaiting
deportation.

Sardinia 
Posada, Martis, Chiaramonti, Padaria, Brtigali, Illorai, Ovodda, 

Urzulei, Talana, Loceri, Nurri, Perdasdefogu



Fascist Policy against Italian Roma and Sinti
The first circular concerning Roma, issued on August 25th, 1924, banned 
them from obtaining visas.
On February 19th, 1926, the Ministry of Home Affairs passed the 
„Directive on Public Safety and Hygiene“, ordering local authorities and the 
police to tighten the control over foreign Roma nomadic groups. All foreign 
Roma, even those in possession of valid documents, were banned from 
entering the country or forced out of Italy.
In November 1928, a new circular was passed which labeled Roma as 
spreaders of communist propaganda, a threat to order and security of the 
state.
On May 14th, 1930, Arturo Bocchini, the Chief of Police, again ordered the 
expulsion of all foreign Roma and the escorting of Roma with Italian 
citizenship to their place of residence.

«La Difesa della razza» mainItalian racist
propaganda tool of the fascist regime, intended
to promote the fascist racial laws.



In 1931, the authorities decreed that Roma must find employment and
register their residence.
Italian racist pseudo-scientists like Renato Semizzi and Guido Landra
considered Roma as a „backward mutation“ and „eternal wanderers without
morals“, yet Roma were not explicitly mentioned in the Italian Racial laws in
1938.
In 1938 and 1939 Bocchini issued another three circulars addressed to the
Prefects of Bolzano, Trento, Trieste, Gorizia, Pula, Rijeka, and Zadar to start
the deportations of Roma with no fixed residence and criminal record
(classified as dangerous individuals) to the camps in central and southern
Italy.
On the September 11th, 1940, Bocchini issued a circular labeling all Roma as
anti-national agitators and spies, and as such they were to be gathered and
transferred to concentration camps (Boiano, Agnone, Tossicia, and others).

Fascist Policy against Italian Roma and Sinti

Another example of «La Difesa della razza» mainItalian
racist propaganda tool of the fascist regime, intended
to promote the fascist racial laws.



In 1941, the deportation of Italian Roma to Nazi 
camps in Poland began, and new provisions were made 
to prevent the entry of Roma refugees into the 
country.
The Italian authorities had problems financing the 
camps, and as a result, Roma and Sinti in the north of 
Italy began to flee the camps as early as 1942.
After the capitulation of Italy in September 1943, 
Roma took advantage of the dissolution of the 
internment camps and escaped.
In the newly formed Republic of Salò in the north 
Fascists didn't entirely take over the Nazi model of 
dealing with Roma and Sinti. They were trying to keep 
them in the camps, but only a couple of dozen Roma 
were deported to Nazi camps in Germany.

Fascist Policy against Italian Roma and Sinti

IMAGE

First stumbling stone in Italy dedicated to a deported Roma.



National Legionary State was established in Romania on September 6th, 
1940. It was ruled by Ion Antonescu and the fascist organization Iron 
Guard whose ideology followed the radical pseudo-scientific eugenic 
theories. On 23 November 1940, Romania joined the Axis powers, 
officially aligning itself with the Third reich.
On February 7th, 1941, Antonescu annpunced the evacuation of the 
Roma from Bucharest but this project was not realized.
On 14 February, 1941, Antonescu prevented a coup and forced the Iron 
Guard out of the government, abolishing the National Legionary State. 
His post-legionary regime aimed at the Romanisation of the territory
and creation of ethnically homogeneous country through the ethnic 
cleansing of minorities. 

Samudaripen in Romania

Map of documented camps, ghettos and massacre places 
of Roma people in Romania



Although Antonescu did not systematically exterminate Roma, and 
there was no special policy aimed towards the entire Romani 
population in Romania, the plan was to expel them from Romania. 
Antonescu policies brought disruption, suffering, hardship, hunger, 
and death to many thousands of Romanian Roma.
On May 22nd, 1942, Antonescu ordered deportation of Roma to
Transnistria, occupied territory between the rivers Dniester and
Bug. Romanian police conducted a survey to identify all Roma
without a clear occupation or with criminal convictions, who had
difficulty supporting themselves, and all who practiced nomadism.
The survey recorded 40,909 individuals who were forbidden from
leaving their county of residence.

Samudaripen in Romania

A group of semi-nomadic Roma in Romania dating from
before the deportation.
Source: Kelso 1999, p. 102



The deportations started in June 1942, in two stages:
• 11,441 nomadic Roma (including 6,714 children) were deported between June 1st and

August 15th, 1942. Their deportation lasted several weeks because they were
forced to travel by foot.

• 12,497 sedentary Roma who were listed as dangerous and undesirable were
deported during September 1942 by nine special trains.

About 12 percent of the Romani population in Romania was deported. Most Roma were of no
interest to authorities, did not lose their rights, and their property was not subject to
Romanisation policies applied to the Jewish population, yet they were constantly threatened
with deportation.

The deportees were not permitted to carry sufficient goods (clothes and food) for survival
in Transnistria (they were promised lands and houses). Many died of hunger and exposure
during the journey which sometimes lasted for weeks. The deportations were justified on
the pretext of combatting criminality, but they were halted on October 14th, 1942, due to
their unpopularity.



In Transnistria, the Roma lived in huts on the edges of the villages. The deportees
were overseen by the local gendarme precinct.
The living conditions were harsh, including food shortages, lack of firewood, and the
epidemic of typhus which killed thousands during the winter of 1942/1943.

Roma were obliged to perform any kind of work required – they worked on farms, in
the houses of Ukrainian peasants, on the railway, as individual craftsmen, and in a
comb workshop.

Between 25,000 to 26,000 Roma were deported to Transnistria, of which 11,000 to
12,500 died of hunger, cold, or disease. The Roma who survived deportation returned
to Romania in the spring of 1944.

After the war Antonescu was convicted of war crimes, and executed in June 1946.

The first memorial dedicated to 
the fate of Roma victims of the 
Samudaripen was inaugurated in 
2015. 



4. Romani Resistance
Michel Foucault said "Where there is power, there is Resistance... a
multiplicity of points of resistance„ but the Romani resistance has
been forgotten.
According to one Polish prisoner, on the evening of May 16th, 1944, in
the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, SS guards armed with
machine guns surrounded the area of the camp designated for Roma
and Sinti inmates, intending to round up nearly 4,400 inmates and
send them to the gas chambers.
But when the guards approached the area, they were met with armed
resistance. Of these, only about 2,800 were alive on August 2nd, when
all Roma and Sinti in the camp were exterminated.

The official poster for Romani Resistance Day



4. Romani Resistance

This uprising is today annually commemorated by Roma communities
throughout Europe. In this way, Romani Resistance becomes a powerful
reference point for Roma's social and political mobilization.

As the number of Samudaripen survivors dwindles, the unique stories
of Roma resistance fighters are gradually fading away. The absence of
tangible artifacts to recount and represent these stories, coupled with
the lack of commemoration, poses a significant challenge to current
efforts to memorialize Roma Resistance Day.



The European Roma Institute for Arts and Cultures (ERIAC) worked
with historians across Europe to develop a new project,
called “Rethinking Roma Resistance”.
Croatian Romani Union “KALI SARA” organizes tours for school
children in the Roma Memorial Centre Uštica, holds summer school on
dealing with the past, creates exhibitions, and holds round tables on
Samudaripen.
In 2020 Italian Office against Racial Discrimination (UNAR) realized
the project "Cross Auschwitz”, curated by Sinti professor Eva
Rizzin. Also, the Sinti und Roma Center in Heidelberg (Germany)
holds courses on the Samudaripen for schools, has a museum
dedicated to the suffering of Roma, and promotes the Berlin
Samudaripen monument.



Romani Resistance in the Independent State of Croatia

The Yugoslav anti-fascist movement led by the Yugoslav communist party and
Josip Broz Tito was one of the most massive in Europe. Joining the partisans
was a means for Roma to avoid being deported to Jasenovac – that is why
they were especially intensely joining in mid-1942. Roma partisan unit was
formed in July 1942. They carried out actions of requisitioning weapons and
material from the enemy, breaking through the enemy lines, and capturing
Ustashe officers.

Roma even resisted in the Jasenovac concentration camp by attacking the
camp guards who were leading the to executions, unfotunatelly
unsuccessfully.

Steva Đorđević Novak from Serbia was posthumously declared a National
hero of Yugoslavia. Novak, who died in battle in 1943, is the only Roma with
this highest Yugoslav order.

Steva Đorđević Novak

Photo published in the book: Popović, Slobodan. “Đorđević Jovana
Stevan Novak.” In: Narodni heroji Jugoslavije, vol. 1 (A – M),
edited by Petar Kačavenda, Dušan Živković, Beograd: Partizanska
knjiga, Narodna Knjiga / Titograd: Pobjeda, 1982., p. 223.



Romani Resistance in the Independent State of Croatia

Hajrija Imeri Mihaljić, a Romani woman from Kosovo
saved two-year-old Jewish girl Ester Bahar from
certain death.
In February 1942 she walked out of the Nazi camp in
Kosovska Mitrovica with Ester and took care of her till
the end of the war when she got reunited with her
mother.
For her act of courage, Hajrija was awarded the title
Righteous among the Nations in 1991. She is the only
Romani woman with that honor.
Croatian Romani Union "KALI SARA" raised her a
monument, placed in the park at the Roma Memorial
Centre, aptly named the Park of Righteousness.

Sketch of Hajrija Imeri 
Mihaljić, as remembered 
by Ester Levy

Monument Righteous Hajrija at 
Roma Memorial Centre Uštica
Author: Marin Marinić
2023.



Romani Resistance in Italy

Roma, and Sinti actively fought Nazi-fascism in Italy
and participated in the national liberation movement.
Many Roma and Sinti joined the partisans to avoid
getting captured and deported. Some thought that
this was the best way to free their relatives who were
imprisoned in concentration and internment camps.
Their acts of heroism are still unknown to the public
and are not adequately taught in schools. Their
memories are recorded in literature, mainly through
memorialistic forms and poetry.

Some of Italian Roma Partisans: Giuseppe “Tarzan” Catter, Amilcare “Taro” Debar,
Renato “Zulin” Mastini, Walter “Vampa” Catter, Lino “Ercole” Festini, 
Archilio Pietro “Balino” Gabrielli



Their actions were described in the book “Strada, patria sinta” (“The Street of the Sinti”) written by a
Sinti, Gnugo de Bar who was a child of one of the partisans in the formation.

Abruzzo Roma and Sinti of the families Satori, Gabrieli, and Reinhart fought on the Abruzzo Apennines in
the Maiella mountain, where they met with the partisans of Brigata Maiella.

Romani Resistance in Italy
Leoni di Brenta Solini (Lions of Brenta Solini) was a partisan
formation made exclusively out of Italian Sinti. After the
fall of Italy, Sinti escaped the concentration camp Prigano
sul Secchia in the province of Modena. Many of them joined
the partisans. Leoni di Brenta Solini operated on the border
between Mantua, Modena, Reggia Emilia, and Cremona. They
got their nickname because of the bravery they presented
in the high-risk actions of sabotage like stealing weapons
and equipment from the Germans at night to supply the
partisans. "I leoni del Brenta Solini" (The Partisan brigade of Italian Sinti)



Debar Taro: a Hero of the Resistance

Amilcare Debar “Taro” during the war (on the left), and in 1983, showing the diploma 
received from President Pertini.

Amilcare Debar (1927-2010) called
Taro or Corsaro Nero was a
partisan who fought in Dante Di
Nanni’s battalion of the 48th

Garibaldi brigade, aligned with the
Communist Party.

After being captured by Nazis, he
was sent to the Auschwitz and
Mauthausen concentration camps.
He survived the war and was
decorated by President Pertini.
Debar later represented Sinti at
the UN.



Roma whose family members were deported to Transnistria were writing
petitions to Antonescu, king, and queen, asking to be repatriated to
Romania. In their appeals, they sometimes had the audacity to criticize the
failings of the regime.

To escape from Transnistria and secure passage across the borders, Roma
offered bribes to the train drivers, local authorities, and soldiers guarding
them but most of those who tried to flee were caught and sent back.

In 1942 a group of 50-60 Roma from Preajba village attacked the
gendarmes making arrests, in preparation for deportation. This is the only
known case of mass revolt during deportations to Transnistria.

The number of Roma fleeing Transnistria who remained in Romania, along
with the Roma who were repatriated amounts to about 2,000.

Roma Resistance in Romania

Kvec Bacro, hero of Transnistria. He kept 
the memory of his
nomadic life and deportation to 
Transnistria alive in his community by 
creating a memorial museum in his home.



Institutional Forms of Resistance during Slavery 
- The Case of Ioana Tinculeasa Rudăreasa -

In 1843, against the backdrop of the emancipation of Roma slaves belonging to the Crown (state slaves), a
Romani woman named Ioana Rudăreasa, a slave belonging to the Brăiloiu boyar family, filed a lawsuit against her
master in hopes of gaining freedom.
.Born as slave of the Crown, she was forced to marry
Nicolae Cincea in her youth, a slave belonging to the
Brăiloiu boyar family. According to the law of the land,
every wife had to assume her husband’s legal status.
Rudăreasa thus became a slave belonging to the Brăiloiu
family
However, after the declaration of the emancipation law of
1843 in Wallachia, Rudăreasa claimed she had been born a
slave of the Crown, and so the new law should extend to
herself and her six children born out of the marriage with
Cince. The court ruled in Rudăreasa’s favour, declaring her
once and for all “free from slavery”.



3. Romani history and culture

POPULATION
• 12-16 million worldwide
• 10-14 million in Europe
• 6 million in the EU: the largest and most 

discriminated minority
• 150-180 thousand in Italy (0.2-0.3%), of which 

about 100 thousand have Italian citizenship
• 17,980 in Croatia (official 2021 Census), Roma

organizations estimate 40,000
• 569,477 in Romania (2022 Census), the highest 

estimation 1,85 million
The ethnonym 'Roma' encompasses five mayor
groups: Roma, Sinti, Kale, Manouches, and
Romanichals,

The long journey of the Romani population from India to Europe



Romani History in Europe

General welcome: 14th – 15th century
Roma fled from the Byzantine Empire before the Ottomans, coming to
other European countries. They moved in single groups of 30 to
sometimes over 300 people who travelled on foot or on horseback.
They were mostly welcomed because they introduced themselves as
Christian pilgrims or converts from Islam to Christianity, their
constant migration being a sort of penance.

By presenting themselves as pilgrims, they justified their constant movement, managed to feed themselves, and 
safely crossed a certain area. As pilgrims from the East, they were given a place to stay and alms, according to the 
Christian customs of the time.

A lithograph by Jacques Callot depicting a Roma caravan



Romani History in Europe
Repression: 15th - 18th century

During the 15th and 16th century, Ottoman and religious wars,
peasant revolts, epidemics, and famine caused the collapse of the
entire social welfare system. Roma began to be seen as enemy spies,
foreign nomads gathering information for Ottomans. They were
associated with negative character traits and socially inappropriate
behavior.

The local workmen and guilds thought had seen Roma as the
unwanted competitors. The European society pushed Roma to the
edge of civilization from which they could not integrate. Following
the contempt, was the deprivation of rights.

A portrait of a Roma Slave in Romania



Romani History in Europe
Repression: 15th -18th century

European countries passed a number of laws and regulations containing
prohibitions and restrictions regarding the movement of Roma. Persecution
was most drastic in German-speaking countries.

Although the measures were ineffective they brought great changes to the
lives of the Roma who had to adapt to new circumstances. Homelessness and
wandering became an imposed lifestyle for the Roma.

Church synods followed laws passed by secular rulers although the Catholic
Church was not overly interested in them.

A cartoon by Roma artist Ferdinand Koci 
depicting exclusionary policies towards Roma



Romani History in Europe

Assimilation: 18th – 20th century

Legislation began to change in the 18th century with the emergence of
capitalism when the labor force of unskilled and uneducated people was
seen as a source of wealth.
In multinational empires like Russia, the Ottoman Empire, and the
Habsburg Monarchy, the Roma were somewhat socially integrated. In
the rest of Europe, they were marginalized, segregated, and excluded.
Their position was the worst in Romania and Germany.
Early 20th-century Finland and the USSR can be highlighted as positive
examples of the state’s attitude towards the Roma through support of
their education, cultural, and institutional development.

“Tigani in Giurgiu” (Roma people in Georgia)  by 
Denis Auguste Marie Raffet – french illustrator.  1837



General aspects of Romani culture

Oral transmission: represented a form of resistance against
persecution and discrimination.

Dualistic view of life: perception of life through a series of 
juxtaposed notions, such as pure/ impure, happiness/
unhappiness, honour/ shame etc.
Life (givibbe) is the PURE ACT EXCELLENCE that begins with 
birth (biandilipé)
Death towards oneself (suicide) or towards others (war, 
murder) is the IMPURE ACT EXCELLENCE

Pacifism: ‘’If we had to give a Nobel Peace Prize to a people,
the Roma would be the most suitable to receive it’’.
(Fabrizio De Andrè, famous Italian musician and song-writer)



Roma were traditionally excluded from European historical
narratives, which treated them as marginal subjects. This
changed with the cultural revolution in the 1970s, making
Roma subjects that create history, even if they were not in
the position of power.
The researche of Romani history started through archives
but often without giving the Roma adequate dignity.
Modern research on the Romani culture and tradition is
stepping away from a badly defined mixture of folklore and
linguistics.

Historical Antigypsyism: Prejudice against the Roma in history



Romology (Romani Studies) is an interdisciplinary ethnic studies field
concerned with the culture, history and political experiences of the
Romani people. The discipline also focuses on the interactions between
other peoples and Roma, the traditional historical relationship towards
Roma, the existing social condition, and prevailing socio-economic
relations.

Notable scholars of Romology: Ian Hancock, Colin Clark, Lev Cherenkov
Hristo Kuchukov, Gheorghe Sarau, Nicolae Gheorge, Marcel Courthiade,
Valdemar Kalinin, Delia Grigore, Jean Pierre Liegeois, Anriette Asseo

Romology



Romani Language Studies

Romani Language Studies (also Romistics) represent a 
separate academic discipline within romology. It 
researches the Romani language and literature in its 
historical and present form. 

Romani Language Studies can be divided into Romani
philology and Romani literature. Roma philology 
researches and documents the development of the 
Romani language from its beginnings to the present 
day. Romani literature is researched and presented 
historically and by authors, and as far as content is 
concerned, by types, forms, themes, and motifs.



Early development of Romology
Andrew Boorde, an English 16th-century linguist, is sometimes called
the first Romologist. Early researchers of the field include linguists
Johann Carl Christoph Rüdiger, Heinrich Moritz Gotlieb Grellman,
August Friedrich Pott, and Franco Miklošič whose research created
the base for the development of contemporary romology in the
middle of the 19th century, which studies not only language, but also
the culture, customs, and history of Roma.
Notable 19th-century researchers include Archduke Joseph
Habsburg and Antal Herrmann, Francesco Predari, George Henry
Borrow, Heinrich von Wlislocki, Josef Jasehin, Jacob Dicks, Ignacy
Danilowich, and Mara Čop Marlet.
The first institution for research in Romani Studies, The Gypsy
Lore Society, was founded in 1888 in Edinburgh. Its journal Romani
Studies dealt with the study and protection of Roma culture and
language.

Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society. 
Third series. Volume VI, part I.



Institutional Romology
In the 20th century, Romani studies were founded at many universities and other educational institutions, 
including:
Romani Studies at the University of Texas (1976)
“Gypsology”, a subject at the Department of Ethnography of the University of Krakow (1976)
Study group for the Roma history and culture at Charles University in Prague (1991)
Society for the Study of Minorities “Studii Romani” in Bulgaria (1991)
Romology studies at the Zsámbek Catholic Pedagogical Academy in Hungary (first half of the 1990s)
“Niš School of Romology” at the University of Niš (1996)
Department of Romology at the University of Pécs (2001)
School of Romology at the University of Novi Sad (2005)
International Chair for Romological Studies at the European Center for Peace and Development of the UN 
University in Belgrade (2009)
Romani studies at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at University in Zagreb (2015)
Rromani Language and Literature Section , Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of 
Bucarest (2001)



Journals that play a significant role in the development of 
Romology:

Romani Studies (f. 2000)
Studia Romologica (f. 2009)
Phralipen (f. 2017)
Roma research centers:

Texas Romani Archives and Documentation Centre (1976)
Le Centre de recherches tsiganes (1979)

Museums, galleries, libraries:

Department for Roma history and culture Ethnographic Museum 
in Tarnów (1979)
Muzeum romské kultury in Brno (1991)
Dokumentations und Kulturzentrum Deutscher Sinti und Roma 
in Heidelberg (1997)
Central Roma Library in the Republic of Croatia (2020)
The Roma Educational and Cultural Centre in Zagreb (2022)

Muzeum romské kultury in Brno 



Romani Art and Culture in Croatia: The Organizations

There are several Roma cultural-artistic
associations in Croatia. The central
organization for the cultural
development of the Croatian Roma is the
Croatian Romani Union “KALI SARA”.
‘’KALI SARA’’ publishes books, journal
Phralipen, and periodical magazines,
supports Roma artists, and organizes
art, historical, and ethnographic
exhibitions in the gallery of the Roma
Educational and Cultural Centre (REKC),
which opened in 2022.

Journal Phralipen, 2017- Fashion show during the exhibition 
Jewelry – Romani Family Treasure (2023)



Romani Art and Culture in Croatia: Literature
In 2008, KALI SARA’s founder and Member of Parliament Veljko
Kajtazi wrote the first Romani-Croatian and Croatian-Romani
dictionary. His Dreams of a Romani (2021) is one of the most
important political autobiographies. Kajtazi also wrote children's
books, a book on karate, and edites several “KALI SARA’s”
publications.

Other prominent Roma writers, poets, and novelists:
Fari Ibraimovski (b. 1934-2015)
Ragib Seferović (1939-2001)
Joško Ignac (b. 1951)
Ramiza Memedi (b. 1957)
Bajro Bajrić (b. 1959)
Ivan Rumbak (b. 1963)
Kasum Cana (1968-2011)
Goran Đurđević (b. 1971)

Veljko Kajtazi, Romani-
Croatian and Croatian-

Romani dictionary, Zagreb: 
„KALI SARA”: 2008

Veljko Kajtazi, Dreams
of a Romani, Zagreb: 
„KALI SARA”, 2021



Romani Art and Culture in Croatia: Music
Romani musicians played on the court of
Croatian noble families since the end of
the 16th century. Today, they are
considered excellent singers and
performers on guitar, piano, tambura,
accordion, trumpet, and double bass. The
most popular singer of Romani heritage is
Aleksandra Prijović, who is considered an
ethno-pop superstar in the Balkans. Other
popular musicians include Senad
Ahmetović, Denis Ahmetović, and Buki
Skandal. The positive example of Royoung
Romani musicions is a school orchestra
Romske duše (“Romani Souls”) whose music
is always welcomed with overwhelming
applause.

Romske duše performing alongside
Santino Spinelli Alexian Groupo, the 
World Day of Romani Language in 2023.

The most popular singer in
the Balkans, Aleksandra 
Prijović is Romani on her 
mother’s side of the family



Romani Art and Culture in Croatia: Painting and Theatre
Roma actively participate in an
amateur theater. The plays Look
at Me (2017), which won the
Croatian Actors' Award, We Want
to Get Married (2018), and Blue
Lightning (2023) of Roma Teatar,
the first Roma theater in Croatia,
stand out.
Among Roma painters, Talita
Jašarevski should be singled out.
She first solo exhibition Emotions
was staged at the Roma
Educational and Cultural Center in
Zagreb in 2022.

The ansamble of Roma TeatarExhibition Emotions by Talita Jašarevski, 
Roma Educational and Cultural Centre



Romani Art and Culture in Italy
The International Artistic Competition "Amico Rom" and a
music festival in Lanciano (CH) take place for 30 years,
attracting audiences from all over Italy and Europe.
Since 1991 the Association Them Romano has curated a
multimedia exhibition of Romany art and culture entitled
"Tu taj Me - me and you to overcome prejudice" which was
set up at schools and galleries throughout Italy, and in
2008 as part of the European Conference "Recognising
Roma as a linguistic minority’’, organized by the Ministry
of the Interior on the Roma population.
From 2021, to address COVID-19 issues, the multimedia
exhibition on the Samudaripen has been digitized



Romani Art and Culture in Italy
Several professional Romani music groups exist in Italy, i.e. Alexian
group, Romani Project, Gipsy Vaganes, and a large number of singers.
We should single-out European Orchestra for Peace who played in the
most prestigious European theaters, with the aim of showing the
richness and variety of Romani culture and art, and through music
promoting dialogue and integration.

There are several published Romani writers
in Italy, including Santino Spinelli,
Gennaro Spinelli, and Fiore Manzo.
"Amico Rom" arts competition helped many 
talented writers to came out.



Romani Art and Culture in Italy

Several Roma painters from Italy currently exibit in the
country and across Europe. B. Morelli and Luna De Rosa are
the most notable ones.
Olimpio Cari "Mauso„, one of the most talented Romani
painter and poet, recently passed away.
With the aim of spreading Romani history and culture, the
Romani National Academy (ANR) we created, responding to a
specific need to implement the Romani culture in its
different forms. Open online courses and conferences are
taught by certified experts, equally for Roma, Sinti, and
others.

“The Village” Olimpio Cari "Mauso„,

ANR homepage



Project Website



Greetings in Romani language

BUT BAXT TA SASTIPE

With good health and fortune


